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INFORMAL 

Deputy ABBistant Dlractop/SI 

Acting Chief f Weapons & lq;uipni 0 n.t Division 


«F2ylng Saucea?s" 


1 August 1952 


1» Fursiiant to your request for overall evaluation of *f lying 
saucers” and associated reports, the following Is pertinent! 

a. Of loco to 2000 such reports received by ATIC, a 
large percentage are dearly ”phoney”. An equally large 
percentage can be satlefactorily exExlained as known flights 
of currently operational U.S» equipment (aircraft, weather 
balloons, etc.) and mary others are undoubtedly of natural 
p henomo T^ (meteorites, clouds, aberration of ll^t caused 
by thermal inversion or reflections, etc.)* 

b. Less than 100 reasonalxly credible reports remain 
“unex^ainable” at this time; re^rdtog these reports, 
there Is no pattern of speolfie sises, configurations, 
characteristics, perfcrmance, or location. The sources 
of these reports are generally no more or less credible 
than the sources of the other categories* It Is probable 
that if complete informtion were available for presently 
"unejjplainable" reports, they, too, could be evalmted into 
categories as indicated in •a” aboro* 

2 . Notwithstanding the foregoing tmtative facts, so long as 
a series of reports remains “unexplainable" (interplanetary aspects 
and alien origin not being thcroughly excluded from consideration) 
caution requlreB that intelligenoe continue coverage of tlw subject. 

3. It is recommended that CIA surv e i ll a n oe of subject matter, 

in coordination with proper authorities of primary operational concern 
at ATIC, be contimrsd. It is strongly verged, howeirer, that no indication 
of CIA interest or concern reach the press or pubHo, in view of their 
probable alarmist tendencies to accept such interest as "confirmatory" 
of the soundness of "unpublished facts" in the hads of the D» S* 
Govenanent. 







4* The undfflrsigned has arranged with the CojaBanding Officer of 
the Air Technical Intelligence Center at Wri^t-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Ohio, for a thorough and conqjrehensive briefing related to this 
subject on 8 August 1952. Subsequent to obtaining full details, a 
detailed analysis will be prepared and forwarded* 


STATINTL 
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JUL 29 19S2 


immmm mat 
SUBJSJTt 


actings of mmxp3Mmd Objoot* 


iM the paet eewrel weeket e aaeber of redar and 
elutings of unjdgafelfied aezrial. ob^ectat have beca reports* 
Althonili this office has j^aiatalmd a cmrtdrming revi«» of 
su^ 308pu^ si^tiagB daring the past three years, a ^cial 
etanE^’’ grot^ has h&m ieanmd to reviw thij^ eul^eet to date* 
o/Cl will particii»te in this study with O/si az^ a report 
should be ready about 15 Au^pst* 
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Acting Assistant Director 
Scientifio IntelligKibe 


OSI:FCD:RLC/mtTr (28l6ly52) 

Opns/SI - 3 Y Chrono; Daily Reading Filei^Fl^ng Saucard* File 

ad/si - 2 
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